
Integrated Arts Mission Statement: 

The Homestead Integrated Arts team strives to deliver opportunities for all students to find a 
passion for, and to develop strengths in areas beyond classroom academics. We value and 
promote a student’s individuality and continually provide Homestead students settings to 
practice both innovative and relevant skills. 
 
All Homestead students have completed the second trimester in art, music, PE, and STEAM. The 
Integrated Arts teachers want to communicate with you at this time to let you know what has been 
taking place in each of our classrooms. 
 

ART 
I  have continued to love getting to know your 

child/ren this trimester. I love having them for a 
longer time during the day. I continue to emphasize 
the basic fundamentals of the Elements and 
Principles of Art/Design tied into our Colorado 
Academic Standard for Visual Arts. 

 
We continue to think about the 3 main shapes and 

how we can create anything we want using those 3 shapes. We also have not stopped 
thinking about organic shapes and the impact they can have on our work, especially 
leading into a bit of sculpture.  
 
Fall Art Walk Bear Project- Thank you for all that attended the Fall Art Walk. The 5th 
Grade classroom teachers and students are so grateful for the extra funds that were 
raised that evening for their SHOUT Buddies. This project was adorable. We continued 
to discuss shapes, but emphasized the importance of patterns. Our simple shapes turned 
into a bear with a BIG scarf. The scarf and the use of line, emphasis, and pattern played 
a big part with our Elements and Principles of Art/Design.  
 
Airplanes!- As we started to stretch out our 3 main shapes and turned them into 
airplanes. We then discussed how we change our mindset to what shapes we would put 
together if we were looking at a airplane before we board the plain, etc. We used pencil, 
sharpie, crayon and watercolor. While teaching the kids about crayon resist we discussed 
how wax (and oil) and water will always resist each other.  
 
Clay Pinch Pot- I am not sure I have ever met a child that does not love to create with 
clay. We discussed where clay comes from. How to “score and slip.” What “slip” is made 
from and then how we use clay glaze. We talked about the difference between paint and 



glaze and what glaze is made from. Each child was able to design their pot however they 
wanted, as long as they used the pinch technique.  
 
I have continued to upload all your child/children’s artwork on a site called Artsonia. 
Artsonia is a site that you can share with family and friends as well. All will be notified 
when I upload a piece. You can leave comments to your child and also purchase things 
too. 20% of all purchases go back to Homestead Art so I am able to purchase materials 
for our art room. 
 
My ongoing goal is to make Homestead’s art room a “safe” place. I want all students to, 
in some way appreciate art, feel comfortable, and know that they all can create and 
make wonderful things- that they are all artists in someway.  
 
Please feel free to call or email for anything! imoore15@cherrycreekschools.org If you 
would like to get to know more about art at Homestead 
https://sites.google.com/view/homestead-hawks-artifacts/home  
Thank you for sharing your greatest gift with me! 

 
MUSIC 
First grade students are focusing on the 
difference between rhythm and beat. We have 
been singing, playing games from Japan and 
various seasonal songs. We have also been 
talking about different parts of the world and 
how many of the students in first grade, or their families, are from many different parts 
of the world.  Favorite songs and games have been: Pass the Plate and Bird in the Cage. 
We also love any song where we can get on the orff instruments and practice holding 
the mallets like “stinky socks”. 
 
 

 PE 
During our basketball unit, children got to use 
different types and sizes of balls when practicing ball 
handling, passing and catching, dribbling, jump 
stopping and shooting in various drills and lead-up 
games such as the dribble monster, dribble slowly one 
two three and walk basketball challenge.  
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In gymnastics, students warmed up their bodies while practicing different 
movements, animal walks, hops, jumps and crawls on benches. They performed 
forward, sideways and backward rolls, headstand and other balances using 
different parts of the body as a point of support on the mats. Students also worked 
on the low and high balance beam and inverted bench. Practiced skills included 
forward, backward and sideways walk, balances, half turn, vertical jump dismount 
and stick it landing. Students practiced stepping, Jumping and twisting skills in 
Chinese jump rope.  

Our motto of the nutrition and health unit was “put a rainbow on your plate”. 
Students discussed “My Plate” and a variety of foods on the “Go, Slow Whoa” 
spectrum and learned about making healthy and nutritious food choices. They 
especially focused on eating the nutrient rich vegetables and fruits and avoiding 
fatty, sugary and salty processed foods in nutrition games of snack attack tag, fruit 
and veggie word puzzle, fill my plate, healthy bodies relay and junk food ball.  
Feel free to find out more about PE at Homestead at 
http://homestead.cherrycreekschools.org/Pages/PE.asp 

  

                STEAM 
I have so enjoyed getting to know all the 

wonderful students at Homestead as well as some 
of the families.  I feel extremely blessed to be 
teaching at Homestead!  Thank you for the warm 
welcome to the Hawk family.  

During the course of the second trimester 
your first-grade students have coded games, engineered structures, and studied the 
forces of motion at work in chain reactions.  Students used the app Scratch JR on 
the ipads and also the website Hour of Code on the laptops to learn block coding. 
Students also used coding to program the Coding Mice through mazes.  The 
first-grade classes engineered amazing cup towers that reached the ceiling and 
required entire classes to collaborate and cooperate.  Finally, the students observed 
and experimented with various materials to create chain reactions implementing 
their knowledge of motion. 

Finally, I want to say thank you to all the families who came to Innovation 
Night on February, 13th.  What a fun night!  Special recognition needs to be given 
to Jill Smith and Tina Parks for organizing the event, Homestead PTCO for their 
generous gifts that purchase our amazing technology, CCSD Technology 
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Department for their expertise and leading of the activities, and Inger Moore for 
assisting at the Makey Makey table. 

 
 

Heather Fischbach 
hfischbach@cherrycreekschools.org 
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